
We Come With This Place: Exploring the
Interwoven Histories of People and Land in
the American West
The American West, a vast and rugged expanse of land, has witnessed
centuries of human history. From the first Indigenous inhabitants to the
waves of settlers who arrived later, the region has been shaped by the
interactions between people and the land. The book "We Come With This
Place" by John R. Stilgoe explores this complex relationship, offering a rich
tapestry of interconnected stories that illuminate the profound impact that
people and the environment have had on each other.
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## Uncovering the Layers of History

Stilgoe's work delves into the layers of history that have unfolded in the
American West. He traces the stories of Indigenous communities, who lived
in harmony with the land for thousands of years, and the ways in which
their lives were disrupted by the arrival of European settlers. He examines
the role of the fur trade, mining, and agriculture in shaping the region's
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economy and landscape, as well as the conflicts and collaborations that
arose between different groups of people.

Through vivid accounts and insightful analysis, Stilgoe reveals the complex
processes of cultural exchange, environmental transformation, and social
change that have characterized the history of the American West. He
shows how the land itself has played an active role in shaping human
events, from the rugged mountains that served as barriers to travel to the
fertile valleys that attracted settlers.

## Indigenous Perspectives and the Land

One of the most important contributions of "We Come With This Place" is
its focus on Indigenous perspectives and the deep connection that
Indigenous peoples have with the land. Stilgoe draws on oral histories,
archaeological evidence, and other sources to reconstruct the ways in
which Indigenous communities understood and interacted with their
environment.

He highlights the sophisticated land management practices that Indigenous
peoples developed, which ensured the sustainability of natural resources
and fostered a harmonious relationship between humans and the land. By
recognizing the importance of Indigenous knowledge and perspectives,
Stilgoe challenges the dominant narratives of American history that often
overlook or marginalize Indigenous experiences.

## Environmental Change and the Impact of Settlement

The arrival of European settlers in the American West had a profound
impact on the environment. Stilgoe documents the ways in which



settlement, agriculture, and industrialization transformed the region's
ecosystems. He explores the unintended consequences of these changes,
including deforestation, soil erosion, and the loss of biodiversity.

Stilgoe argues that environmental change in the American West was not
simply a result of human actions but also a consequence of the interactions
between people and the land. He shows how the environment shaped
human decisions and how, in turn, human activities shaped the
environment, creating a complex and dynamic relationship.

## Settler Colonialism and the Displacement of Indigenous Peoples

Stilgoe also examines the darker side of the history of the American West,
particularly the displacement and dispossession of Indigenous peoples. He
traces the ways in which settler colonialism, the systematic colonization of
Indigenous lands by European powers, disrupted Indigenous societies and
destroyed their traditional ways of life.

Through archival research and firsthand accounts, Stilgoe exposes the
violence, oppression, and forced removal that Indigenous peoples endured
as their lands were seized and their cultures were suppressed. He
challenges the myths of Manifest Destiny and the inevitability of westward
expansion, revealing the human cost of settler colonialism.

## A Call for a More Just and Sustainable Future

"We Come With This Place" concludes with a call for a more just and
sustainable future in the American West. Stilgoe argues that by
understanding the interconnected histories of people and land, we can



learn from the mistakes of the past and create a future that values both
human rights and environmental protection.

He proposes a new ethic of land stewardship, based on respect for
Indigenous knowledge, sustainable land management practices, and a
recognition of the inherent value of the natural world. By embracing this
ethic, Stilgoe believes, we can create a more just and harmonious future for
the American West and beyond.

##

"We Come With This Place" is a groundbreaking work that redefines our
understanding of the history of the American West. By bringing together
diverse perspectives, examining complex interactions, and challenging
dominant narratives, Stilgoe offers a nuanced and comprehensive account
of the region's past, present, and future.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in American history,
environmental issues, Indigenous studies, or the complex relationship
between people and the land. It is a powerful reminder that our history is
not simply a collection of facts and dates, but a living tapestry woven from
the experiences and struggles of those who came before us.



Indigenous peoples have a deep connection to the land in the American
West.
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