
The Reverend Jennie Johnson: A Trailblazing
Woman in African Canadian History (1868-
1967)
The life of The Reverend Jennie Johnson is a testament to the resilience,
determination, and selfless service of African Canadians in the face of
adversity. As a pioneering woman in both her community and the religious
sphere, Johnson blazed a trail for social justice and equality.
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Jennie Johnson was born on June 18, 1868, in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia.
Her parents, William and Mary Johnson, were devout Christians who
instilled in their daughter a strong faith and a belief in the importance of
education.

Despite the limited opportunities available to African Canadians at the time,
Johnson pursued her education with unwavering determination. She
attended Pine Hill Divinity Hall in Halifax, becoming one of the first African
Canadian women to enter the ministry.
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Religious Leadership

In 1900, Johnson was ordained as a minister in the African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church (AME Zion). This marked a significant milestone, as
she became the first African Canadian woman to be ordained as a minister
in Canada.

As a pastor, Johnson served several churches throughout Nova Scotia and
Ontario. She was known for her fiery sermons, her unwavering commitment
to her congregation, and her activism for social justice issues.

Community Activism



Jennie Johnson addressing a crowd.

In addition to her religious work, Johnson was deeply involved in
community activism. She was a founding member of the Halifax Colored
Women's Club, which worked to improve the lives of African Canadians in
the city.
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Johnson also spoke out against racial discrimination and inequality
throughout her life. She was a strong advocate for the rights of women and
for the recognition of African Canadians as full and equal citizens.

Challenges and Triumphs

Jennie Johnson's life was not without its challenges. As an African
Canadian woman, she faced significant barriers and prejudice throughout
her career.

Despite these obstacles, Johnson never wavered in her commitment to her
faith and her community. She persevered through adversity and became a
respected and influential figure in both the religious and secular spheres.

Legacy



The Reverend Jennie Johnson passed away in 1967, leaving behind a
legacy of faith, social justice, and community activism.

Johnson's pioneering efforts paved the way for other African Canadian
women to enter the ministry and to play a leadership role in their
communities.
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Her life and work continue to inspire generations of activists and advocates
who strive to create a more just and equitable society.

The Reverend Jennie Johnson was an extraordinary woman who made
significant contributions to African Canadian history. Through her religious
leadership, community activism, and unwavering determination, she
challenged stereotypes and fought for the rights of her people.

Her legacy continues to serve as a beacon of hope and inspiration for
those who strive to make a positive impact on the world.
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