The Life of Increase Lapham: Early Chronicler
of Plants, Rocks, Rivers, Mounds, and the
Land itself

Increase Lapham (March 7, 1811 — September 14, 1875) was an early
surveyor and naturalist, who contributed greatly to the study of botany,
geology, archaeology, and more in the Midwest. His works in the early 19th
century greatly expanded scientific knowledge of the region.
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Increase Allen Lapham was born in Palmyra, New York, on March 7, 1811.
His father, also named Increase Lapham, was a farmer and surveyor, and
his mother was Elizabeth Allen Lapham. Lapham studied civil engineering
at the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York, and graduated in
1830.

Surveying Career
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After graduating from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Lapham worked as
a surveyor in New York and Pennsylvania. In 1836, he moved to
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, which was then a frontier town. Lapham played a
major role in establishing the city's infrastructure, including its streets,
sewers, and water supply.

Natural History Interests

In addition to his surveying work, Lapham was also an avid naturalist. He
was particularly interested in botany and geology, and he collected
numerous specimens of plants and rocks from the Milwaukee area.
Lapham also studied the archaeology of the region, and he excavated
several Native American mounds.

Contributions to Botany
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Herbarium specimen collected by Increase Lapham

Lapham's contributions to botany are significant. He collected over 8,000
plant specimens from Wisconsin and the surrounding region, and he
identified and described many new species. Lapham's work helped to
establish the scientific study of botany in the Midwest.
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Contributions to Geology
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Lapham also made important contributions to the field of geology. He
studied the geology of Wisconsin and published several maps of the state's
geological formations. Lapham's work helped to advance the
understanding of the geology of the Midwest.

Contributions to Archaeology

Lapham was one of the first scientists to study the archaeology of
Wisconsin. He excavated several Native American mounds and published
a report on his findings. Lapham's work helped to establish the scientific
study of archaeology in the Midwest.

Legacy
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LAPHAM PEAK

In 1870, on-top of .Lapham Peak, then Knowitl as,
Govermment Hill, the United States Army Signal
Corps established one of its original National
Weather Seryice signal stations. Weather data
was received here from Pikes Peak, Colorado, and
relayed to the United States Weather Bureau
headquarters in Chicago. Lapham Peak, the
highest point in Waukesha County, Is named for
Increase Allen Lapham (1811-1875). Wisconsin's pre-
mier 19th-century naturalist, archeologist and
scholan. From this peak: Lapham recorded many
weather ohservations for his ploneering work iy
meteorology, which included publishing isothermal
maps of Wisconsin and working with the Smith-
sonkan Institution as a weather observer for the
Great LaKes region. Concerned with potential
storm disasters to Great Lakes shipping and
Wisconsin farming, Lapham proposed a state
weather forecasting service In 1850, Aithough not
adopted by the state, Lapham rewrote the pro-
posal for'a national weather service, which was
approved by Congress on February 9. 1870, On
November 8th. working as the assistant to the
Chief Signal Corps Officer, Lapham recorded the
first published national weather forecast, calling
for “high winds and falling temperaturcs for
Chicage. Detroit and the Eastern citles.”

Erccted 1895

—

Lapham Peak in Wisconsin, named in honor of Increase Lapham

Increase Lapham was a pioneering scientist who made significant
contributions to the fields of botany, geology, archaeology, and more. His
work helped to establish the scientific study of the Midwest, and his legacy
continues to inspire scientists today.
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