
The Grand Masters of Maine Gardening: A
Comprehensive Guide to the State's Leading
Horticulturists
Maine has a rich history of gardening, and over the years, a number of
legendary gardeners have made their mark on the state's horticultural
scene. These individuals have created beautiful gardens, introduced new
plants to the region, and inspired countless others to take up the hobby of
gardening.

In this article, we will take a look at some of the most influential gardeners
in Maine history. We will explore their lives and work, and discuss the
legacy they have left behind.
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Frederick Law Olmsted is considered one of the most influential landscape
architects in American history. He was born in Hartford, Connecticut in
1822, and he began his career as a journalist and travel writer. In 1857, he
published a book called "Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in
England," which helped to popularize the idea of public parks in the United
States.
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Olmsted went on to design some of the most famous parks in the country,
including Central Park in New York City and Prospect Park in Brooklyn. He
also designed the grounds of the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North
Carolina, and the campuses of Stanford University and the University of
California, Berkeley.

Olmsted's work had a profound impact on the way that Americans think
about parks and public spaces. He believed that parks should be places
where people could escape the hustle and bustle of city life and enjoy the
beauty of nature. His designs were characterized by their naturalistic style,
and they often featured winding paths, open meadows, and groves of trees.

Kate Furbish



Kate Furbish was a pioneering botanist and conservationist who lived in
Maine from 1865 to 1931. She was born in Bangor, Maine, and she
developed a love of nature at an early age. She began studying botany at
the University of Maine, but she was forced to drop out due to financial
difficulties.
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Undeterred, Furbish continued to study botany on her own. She traveled
throughout Maine, collecting plant specimens and documenting her
findings. In 1899, she published a book called "The Flora of Maine," which
is still considered one of the most comprehensive and authoritative works
on the state's flora.

Furbish was also a passionate conservationist. She was one of the
founders of the Maine Audubon Society, and she worked tirelessly to
protect Maine's natural resources. In 1929, she helped to establish the
Baxter State Park, which is one of the largest and most pristine wilderness
areas in the United States.

Beatrix Farrand



Beatrix Farrand was a landscape architect and garden designer who lived
in Maine from 1872 to 1959. She was born in New York City, and she
studied landscape architecture at the Bussey Institution of Harvard
University. She was one of the first women to receive a degree in
landscape architecture.
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Farrand designed some of the most beautiful gardens in the United States,
including the gardens at the White House, the Dumbarton Oaks estate in
Washington, D.C., and the Asticou Gardens in Northeast Harbor, Maine.
She was known for her naturalistic style, and her designs often featured
native plants and wildflowers.

Farrand was also a passionate advocate for historic preservation. She
helped to save the Mount Desert Island
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