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Early Life and Enslavement

Harriet Tubman, born Araminta Ross, was born into slavery in Maryland in
1822. She endured a harsh life on different plantations, suffering physical
abuse and relentless labor. Despite the oppressive conditions, she
displayed remarkable resilience and an unyielding spirit.

At the age of 29, Tubman escaped to freedom in Philadelphia. However,
her heart ached for her family and friends left behind in slavery. Fueled by
an unwavering determination, she embarked on a perilous journey back to
Maryland, determined to lead them to freedom.

Conductor on the Underground Railroad

Tubman became a fearless conductor on the Underground Railroad, a
clandestine network of abolitionists and safe houses that helped enslaved
people escape to freedom. She meticulously planned and executed daring
rescue missions, leading over 300 enslaved people to freedom in the North
and Canada.

Tubman's ingenuity and quick thinking earned her the nickname "Moses of
her people." She disguised enslaved people as sailors or servants, used
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coded messages to avoid detection, and navigated treacherous terrain
under the cover of darkness.

Civil War Service

With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Tubman offered her services to
the Union Army. She served as a spy, scout, and nurse, playing a vital role
in the Union's victory.

In 1863, Tubman led the Combahee Ferry Raid, a daring military operation
that freed over 700 enslaved people in South Carolina. Her bravery and
leadership earned her widespread recognition and the respect of Union
generals.

Tireless Advocate for Justice

After the war, Tubman continued to fight for racial justice and equality. She
tirelessly campaigned for women's suffrage, fought against racial
discrimination, and established the Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged in
Auburn, New York.

Tubman's legacy lives on as a symbol of freedom, courage, and resilience.
She inspired generations of activists and leaders, including Martin Luther
King Jr. and Rosa Parks, to fight for justice and equality.

Legacy and Recognition

Tubman's extraordinary life has been widely celebrated and honored.
Numerous monuments, statues, and museums have been dedicated to her
memory.



In 1995, the Harriet Tubman National Historical Park was established in
Auburn, New York, to preserve her home and legacy. In 2021, the U.S.
Treasury announced plans to feature Tubman on the $20 bill, making her
the first African American woman to be depicted on U.S. currency.

Harriet Tubman's life is a testament to the indomitable spirit of those who
fight for freedom and justice. As a conductor on the Underground Railroad,
a spy and soldier during the Civil War, and a tireless advocate for equality,
she left an enduring legacy that continues to inspire us today.

Her story reminds us of the power of one person to make a difference in
the face of adversity. Harriet Tubman's unwavering determination, courage,
and compassion serve as a beacon of hope and a reminder that the fight
for racial justice and equality is an ongoing struggle.
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