
The Descendants of John Baker (ca. 1640-
1704) of Hartford, Connecticut: A Genealogical
Journey Through Time
John Baker, a prominent figure in the early history of Hartford, Connecticut,
left behind a legacy that continues to resonate through the generations.
Born around 1640, Baker arrived in Hartford in the mid-17th century and
quickly established himself as a respected citizen. Over the years, his
descendants have spread far and wide, forming a vast and diverse family
tree.

This article aims to provide an overview of the descendants of John Baker,
exploring their relationships, migrations, and contributions to various fields.
By delving into the annals of time, we will gain a deeper understanding of
the enduring impact of one man on the fabric of American history.

John Baker was born in England around 1640. The exact date and place of
his birth remain unknown, but it is believed that he originated from the
county of Kent. Little is known about his early life, but records indicate that
he arrived in Hartford, Connecticut, sometime in the 1660s.
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Baker quickly became a prominent member of the Hartford community. He
served as a constable, collector of taxes, and member of the town council.
In 1676, he was appointed as one of the founders of the Hartford Grammar
School, which later became Hartford High School.

Baker's contributions to Hartford extended beyond his civic duties. He was
also a successful merchant and owned a thriving business in the town. His
wealth and influence allowed him to acquire significant property, including a
large tract of land on the outskirts of Hartford.

John Baker married twice. His first wife was Mary Kilbourne, with whom he
had four children. After Mary's death, he married Ruth Loomis, with whom
he had an additional eight children.

Baker's descendants have spread far and wide over the centuries. His
children and grandchildren settled in various parts of New England,
including Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and New York. In the 18th and
19th centuries, his descendants began to migrate westward, eventually
reaching states such as Ohio, Illinois, and California.

Today, the descendants of John Baker can be found all across the United
States and beyond. They hail from diverse backgrounds and professions,
but they all share a common bond: their ancestry to the early Hartford
settler.
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Over the years, several of John Baker's descendants have achieved
notable accomplishments in their respective fields. Among them are:

Dr. Charles Baker (1784-1857): A prominent physician and surgeon,
Dr. Baker served as president of the Connecticut Medical Society and
was a founding member of the American Medical Association.

Edwin W. Baker (1824-1908): A renowned architect, Baker designed
numerous notable buildings in New York City, including the New York
Public Library and the Metropolitan Opera House.

Celia Baker (1851-1937): An accomplished artist and sculptor, Baker
was known for her exquisite portraits and public artworks.

Robert Green Ingersoll (1833-1899): A noted orator, lawyer, and
politician, Ingersoll was a prominent advocate for agnosticism and
freethought.

Alice Paul (1885-1977): A leading suffragette, Paul was instrumental
in securing the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, which granted
women the right to vote.

These are just a few examples of the many distinguished individuals who
can trace their lineage back to John Baker. His descendants have made
significant contributions to American society in fields such as medicine,
architecture, art, literature, and law.

The legacy of John Baker and his descendants is being preserved through
various organizations and initiatives. The Baker Family Association,
founded in 1911, aims to connect and engage descendants of the early



Hartford settler. The association organizes family reunions, maintains
genealogies, and supports historical research.

In addition, the Hartford Public Library houses a collection of documents
and artifacts related to John Baker and his family. These materials provide
valuable insights into the lives and contributions of this influential family.

John Baker, the early Hartford settler, has left an enduring legacy that
continues to resonate through time. His descendants have spread far and
wide, forming a vast and diverse family tree. Through their
accomplishments and contributions, they have played a significant role in
shaping the history of the United States.

By delving into the stories of John Baker's descendants, we gain a deeper
understanding of the interconnectedness of families and the impact of an
individual life on future generations. As the years pass, their legacy will
continue to inspire and unite their descendants, serving as a reminder of
the enduring power of family and the enduring spirit of those who came
before us.
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