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Tariq Ali is a Pakistani-born British intellectual, activist, and author who has
made significant contributions to the fields of politics, history, and literature.
He is best known for his Marxist and socialist perspectives, his anti-
imperialist stance, and his role in the New Left movement of the 1960s and
1970s. Ali is a prolific writer, with over 20 books to his credit, and is a
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regular contributor to the London Review of Books and the New Statesman
magazine.

Early Life and Education

Tariq Ali was born in Lahore, Pakistan, in 1943. His father was a lawyer and
his mother was a teacher. Ali grew up in a politically active family, and was
exposed to Marxism from an early age. He attended Aitchison College, an
elite boarding school in Lahore, where he excelled in his studies and
developed a passion for cricket.

In 1960, Ali went to England to study philosophy, politics, and economics at
Oxford University. He quickly became involved in the New Left movement,
and was a leading figure in the anti-Vietnam War protests. In 1968, Ali was
one of the founders of the New Left Review, a journal that has become one
of the leading intellectual forums for the British left.

Political Activism

Throughout his career, Ali has been a vocal critic of imperialism and
militarism. He has opposed the wars in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan, and
has campaigned for peace and justice in Palestine. Ali is also a strong
supporter of the rights of workers and the poor, and has argued for a more
just and equitable global order.

In addition to his writing and activism, Ali has been involved in a number of
political organizations. He was a member of the International Socialist
Group and the International Socialist Tendency, and is currently a member
of the Socialist Workers Party in England. Ali has also been a candidate for
Parliament on several occasions, but has never been elected.



Intellectual Contributions

Tariq Ali is one of the most important intellectuals of the left in the English-
speaking world. His work has had a profound impact on the way we think
about politics, history, and literature. Ali's Marxist perspective has led him to
develop a unique and insightful analysis of the global political economy,
and his anti-imperialist stance has made him a powerful critic of Western
foreign policy.

In addition to his political writings, Ali has also written extensively about
history and literature. His books on the history of the Middle East, the
United States, and the Soviet Union are highly acclaimed for their clarity
and insight. Ali is also a gifted literary critic, and his essays on writers such
as Shakespeare, Dickens, and Orwell are essential reading for anyone
interested in these authors.

Tariq Ali is a towering figure of the left, and his work has had a profound
impact on the way we think about politics, history, and literature. His
Marxist perspective, his anti-imperialist stance, and his commitment to
social justice make him a unique and invaluable voice in the contemporary
world. Ali is a true intellectual, a public intellectual in the best sense of the
term, and his work will continue to be read and debated for many years to
come.
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