
Sunday in the Park with George: Applause
Libretto Library - A Comprehensive
Exploration of Stephen Sondheim's
Masterpiece
Stephen Sondheim's "Sunday in the Park with George" is a groundbreaking
musical that explores the complex relationship between art, commerce, and
the passage of time. Through its innovative use of music, lyrics, and
staging, the musical has captivated audiences worldwide, earning
numerous accolades, including the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the Tony
Award for Best Musical.

This essay will serve as a comprehensive guide to the Sunday in the Park
with George Applause Libretto Library, offering a detailed exploration of the
musical's origins, themes, characters, musical brilliance, and legacy.
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Sondheim's inspiration for "Sunday in the Park with George" came from
Georges Seurat's iconic painting "A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La
Grande Jatte," which he first encountered in 1983 while visiting the Art
Institute of Chicago.

Intrigued by the painting's depiction of a group of Parisians enjoying a
leisurely afternoon on a riverbank, Sondheim began to imagine the stories
of the people captured in the painting. These characters became the
foundation for the musical's plot.

Themes

"Sunday in the Park with George" explores a multitude of complex themes,
including:

Art and Commerce: The musical examines the tension between
artistic integrity and commercial success. George Seurat, the painter at
the center of the story, struggles to balance his desire to create
groundbreaking art with the need to make a living.

The Passage of Time: The musical juxtaposes the ephemeral nature
of art with the enduring power of memory. The characters grapple with
the loss of loved ones, the changing nature of society, and the fading
of their own youth.

The Creative Process: Sondheim delves into the creative process,
exploring the challenges, frustrations, and triumphs of artistic creation.
George Seurat's struggle to perfect his Pointillist technique becomes a
metaphor for the arduous journey of any artist.

Characters



The Sunday in the Park with George Applause Libretto Library features a
cast of memorable characters, each with their own distinct motivations and
desires:

George: A brilliant but tormented artist, George Seurat is dedicated to
his groundbreaking Pointillist technique. He struggles to balance his
artistic vision with the need to support himself and his family.

Dot: George's devoted lover and muse, Dot is a vibrant and free-
spirited woman. She inspires George's art but also longs for a more
traditional life.

Marie: George's grandmother, Marie is a former opera singer who has
sacrificed her own artistic aspirations for her family. She becomes
George's mentor and confidante.

Jules: A successful art dealer, Jules represents the commercial side of
the art world. He recognizes George's talent but pressures him to
compromise his artistic vision for financial gain.

Musical Brilliance

"Sunday in the Park with George" is renowned for its innovative and
beautiful music, which seamlessly blends classical, jazz, and contemporary
elements.

Sondheim's lyrics are both poetic and incisive, capturing the characters'
inner thoughts and emotions with remarkable precision.

The musical's score features a variety of musical styles, from the lush
harmonies of "Sunday in the Park" to the dissonant chords of "Putting It
Together."



Legacy

"Sunday in the Park with George" has had a profound impact on musical
theatre:

Push for Innovation: The musical's groundbreaking structure and
innovative music pushed the boundaries of musical theatre, inspiring
other composers and lyricists to explore new possibilities.

Exploration of Complex Themes: "Sunday in the Park with George"
raised the bar for the types of themes that could be explored in musical
theatre. It demonstrated that musicals could tackle sophisticated
subjects such as art, philosophy, and the human condition.

Critical and Commercial Success: The musical's critical and
commercial success proved that audiences were receptive to musicals
that challenged their intellects and emotions.

The Sunday in the Park with George Applause Libretto Library provides a
comprehensive and engaging resource for anyone interested in exploring
the depths of Stephen Sondheim's masterpiece. It offers invaluable insights
into the musical's origins, themes, characters, musical brilliance, and
enduring legacy.

Whether you are a seasoned musical theatre aficionado or a newcomer to
the genre, this guide will enhance your appreciation of "Sunday in the Park
with George" and deepen your understanding of its profound impact on the
world of musical theatre.
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