
Roone Arledge: A Broadcasting Visionary
Who Transformed Sports and Television
Roone Arledge was a visionary broadcasting executive who revolutionized
the way we watch and experience sports. His groundbreaking innovations
transformed sports broadcasting and helped shape the modern media
landscape.
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Early Life and Career

Roone Pinckney Arledge Jr. was born in Forest Hills, New York, in 1931. He
attended Columbia University, where he earned a degree in English. After
graduating, he worked as a reporter and producer for CBS News.

In 1960, Arledge joined ABC Sports as a producer. He quickly rose through
the ranks, becoming president of ABC Sports in 1968.

Innovations in Sports Broadcasting
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Arledge was a pioneer in sports broadcasting. He introduced a number of
innovations that changed the way sports were covered and presented.

Slow-motion replays: Arledge was the first to use slow-motion
replays in sports broadcasts. This allowed viewers to see the action in
detail and from multiple angles.

Hand-held cameras: Arledge also introduced the use of hand-held
cameras in sports broadcasts. This gave viewers a more intimate and
up-close view of the action.

Overhead cameras: Arledge was the first to use overhead cameras in
sports broadcasts. This gave viewers a bird's-eye view of the action.

Multiple cameras: Arledge also used multiple cameras to cover sports
events. This allowed viewers to see the action from different angles
and perspectives.

Arledge's innovations helped make sports broadcasts more exciting and
engaging for viewers. He also helped to create a new generation of sports
fans who were more knowledgeable and passionate about the game.

Monday Night Football

One of Arledge's most significant contributions to sports broadcasting was
the creation of Monday Night Football. The NFL game show, which
premiered in 1970, quickly became one of the most popular programs on
television. It helped to make professional football a national pastime.

Arledge's vision for Monday Night Football was to create a "spectacle" that
would appeal to a wide audience. He hired a team of talented
commentators, including Howard Cosell, Frank Gifford, and Don Meredith.



He also introduced a number of innovative production techniques, such as
the "instant replay" and the "super slow-mo." These techniques helped to
make Monday Night Football one of the most exciting and memorable
sports broadcasts of all time.

The Olympics

Arledge also played a major role in the coverage of the Olympic Games.
He was the executive producer of ABC's coverage of the 1968 Olympic
Games in Mexico City. He also produced ABC's coverage of the 1972
Olympic Games in Munich and the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal.

Arledge's coverage of the Olympics was groundbreaking. He used a team
of talented commentators and reporters to provide viewers with in-depth
coverage of the Games. He also introduced a number of innovative
production techniques, such as the use of multiple cameras and slow-
motion replays. These techniques helped to make ABC's coverage of the
Olympics one of the most comprehensive and memorable in history.

ESPN

In 1979, Arledge founded ESPN, the first 24-hour sports cable channel.
ESPN quickly became one of the most popular cable channels in the
United States. It helped to make sports more accessible to fans and
created a new platform for sports coverage.

Arledge's vision for ESPN was to create a channel that would appeal to a
wide range of sports fans. He hired a team of talented commentators and
reporters to provide viewers with in-depth coverage of all major sports. He
also introduced a number of innovative programming formats, such as



SportsCenter and Pardon the Interruption. These formats helped to make
ESPN one of the most influential sports media outlets in the world.

Legacy

Roone Arledge was a visionary broadcasting executive who transformed
the way we watch and experience sports. His innovations helped to make
sports broadcasts more exciting and engaging for viewers. He also helped
to create a new generation of sports fans who were more knowledgeable
and passionate about the game.

Arledge's legacy is still felt today. His innovations continue to be used in
sports broadcasts around the world. He also helped to create ESPN, which
has become one of the most popular cable channels in the United States.

Roone Arledge was a true pioneer in the field of sports broadcasting. His
vision and leadership helped to shape the modern media landscape.
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The Race to Control Cyberspace: Bill Gates's
Plan for a Digital Divide
Bill Gates has a vision for the future of the internet. In his book, The Road
Ahead, he argues that the internet will become increasingly important...

My 40 Year Career On Screen And Behind The
Camera
I've been working in the entertainment industry for over 40 years, and in
that time I've had the opportunity to work on both sides of the camera.
I've...
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