
Romeo and Juliet by Tom Stoppard: A
Postmodern Masterpiece
Tom Stoppard's Romeo and Juliet is a postmodern masterpiece that
deconstructs and reconstructs the classic play. The play is set in Verona,
Italy, in the 16th century, and tells the story of two young lovers from
feuding families, the Montagues and the Capulets.
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Stoppard's play is a complex and multi-layered work that explores a wide
range of themes, including love, hate, violence, and fate. The play also
features some of Shakespeare's most famous characters, including
Romeo, Juliet, Mercutio, and Friar Laurence.

Stoppard's Romeo and Juliet is a postmodern play in the sense that it self-
consciously references and reinterprets its source material. The play is full
of anachronisms and allusions to other works of literature and art. For
example, the play includes a scene in which Romeo and Juliet watch a
performance of Hamlet.
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Stoppard's play also deconstructs the traditional structure of Romeo and
Juliet. The play is divided into two parts, and the second part begins with a
prologue in which the characters discuss the events of the first part. This
prologue allows Stoppard to comment on the play's themes and characters,
and to provide a different perspective on the story.

Stoppard's Romeo and Juliet is a challenging and rewarding play that offers
a fresh and unique perspective on one of the world's most famous stories.
The play is a must-see for fans of Shakespeare, Stoppard, and postmodern
theater.

Characters

Romeo Montague: The male protagonist of the play, Romeo is a young
man who is deeply in love with Juliet Capulet. He is a passionate and
impetuous character, and his love for Juliet ultimately leads to his
death.

Juliet Capulet: The female protagonist of the play, Juliet is a young
woman who is deeply in love with Romeo Montague. She is a beautiful
and intelligent character, and her love for Romeo ultimately leads to
her death.

Mercutio: Romeo's best friend and confidant. Mercutio is a witty and
charming character, and he is always ready to defend Romeo from his
enemies.

Friar Laurence: A Franciscan friar who is friends with Romeo and
Juliet. Friar Laurence helps the lovers to marry in secret, and he tries
to help them escape from their feuding families.



Tybalt Capulet: Juliet's cousin and a member of the Capulet family.
Tybalt is a hot-headed and violent character, and he is determined to
avenge the deaths of his relatives.

Lord Capulet: Juliet's father and the head of the Capulet family. Lord
Capulet is a stern and unforgiving character, and he is determined to
keep his daughter away from Romeo.

Lady Capulet: Juliet's mother and the wife of Lord Capulet. Lady
Capulet is a loving and supportive mother, but she is also concerned
about her daughter's reputation.

Themes

Love: Romeo and Juliet is a love story, and it explores the power of
love to overcome obstacles. The lovers are from feuding families, but
their love for each other is so strong that they are willing to risk their
lives to be together.

Hate: Romeo and Juliet also explores the power of hate. The
Montagues and Capulets have been feuding for years, and their hatred
for each other is so strong that it leads to violence and death.

Violence: Romeo and Juliet is a violent play. There are several scenes
in which characters are killed, and the play ends with the deaths of
both Romeo and Juliet.

Fate: Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy, and the lovers are doomed from
the start. The play explores the role of fate in human affairs, and it
suggests that even the most powerful love cannot overcome destiny.

Romeo and Juliet is a timeless masterpiece that has been performed and
adapted for centuries. Tom Stoppard's postmodern interpretation of the play



is a challenging and rewarding work that offers a fresh and unique
perspective on one of the world's most famous stories. The play is a must-
see for fans of Shakespeare, Stoppard, and postmodern theater.
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The Race to Control Cyberspace: Bill Gates's
Plan for a Digital Divide
Bill Gates has a vision for the future of the internet. In his book, The Road
Ahead, he argues that the internet will become increasingly important...
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My 40 Year Career On Screen And Behind The
Camera
I've been working in the entertainment industry for over 40 years, and in
that time I've had the opportunity to work on both sides of the camera.
I've...
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