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Early Life and Conservation Ethos

Roderick Langmere Haig-Brown was born in Victoria, British Columbia, on
March 31, 1908. His deep love for nature and the outdoors emerged at an
early age, nurtured by his father, Archibald Haig-Brown, a physician and
nature enthusiast.

Haig-Brown's childhood on Vancouver Island instilled in him a strong
connection to the local environment, particularly its rivers, rainforests, and
abundant fish populations. He developed a profound respect for the
balance and interconnectedness of nature, which would later shape his
conservation philosophy.

Angling and Nature Writing

Haig-Brown's passion for fishing began at age 10 when he caught his first
trout. As his angling skills grew, so did his fascination with the natural world.
He became an accomplished fly fisherman and spent countless hours
exploring the remote rivers and streams of British Columbia.

Through his fishing experiences, Haig-Brown developed a deep
understanding of aquatic ecosystems and the importance of preserving
their health. He believed that fly fishing offered a unique opportunity to
connect with nature and appreciate the beauty and diversity of the
wilderness.

Haig-Brown's writings have a compelling and educational quality, capturing
the thrill of fishing adventures while also providing insights into the natural
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phenomena he observed. His books, including "Silver" (1931),"Pool and
Rapid" (1933),and "Fisherman's Spring" (1941),are considered classics of
nature writing and have inspired generations of anglers and
conservationists.

Environmental Advocacy and Conservation Legacy

Beyond his writing, Haig-Brown was a tireless advocate for protecting
British Columbia's wild places. He recognized the threats posed by
industrial development, pollution, and habitat loss and worked to mobilize
public opinion and influence policy decisions.

In 1946, he founded the Federation of British Columbia Naturalists, a non-
profit organization dedicated to conservation and environmental education.
He also served on various government committees and river conservation
societies, advocating for sustainable practices and responsible resource
management.

Haig-Brown's efforts contributed significantly to the establishment of
numerous protected areas, including Garibaldi Provincial Park, Gwaii
Haanas National Park Reserve, and the Campbell River Salmon Sanctuary.
He also played a crucial role in securing the Campbell River's designation
as a "wild river," preventing industrial development from harming its pristine
ecosystems.

Recognition and Later Years

Roderick Haig-Brown's contributions to conservation and environmental
awareness were widely recognized. He received the Order of Canada in
1967 and was inducted into the American Outdoor Hall of Fame in 1989.



In his later years, Haig-Brown continued to write, advocate for
conservation, and inspire others to appreciate and protect the natural
world. He passed away in Campbell River, British Columbia, on December
16, 1992, leaving behind a rich legacy that continues to shape Canadian

environmentalism and angling culture.

Roderick Haig-Brown was a visionary conservationist and writer whose
passion for nature and commitment to environmental protection had a
profound impact on British Columbia and beyond. Through his angling
adventures, eloquent writing, and unwavering advocacy, he fostered a
greater understanding of the importance of preserving our wild places and
the creatures that inhabit them. His legacy serves as an inspiration for all
who seek to protect and appreciate the beauty and bounty of the natural

world.
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