
Revolutionary Characters: What Made the
Founders Different
The American Revolution was a transformative event in world history. It
marked the birth of a new nation, the United States of America, founded on
the principles of liberty, equality, and self-government. The success of the
Revolution was due in no small part to the extraordinary character of the
men who led it.

The Founders were a diverse group of individuals, united by a shared belief
in the natural rights of man and the importance of self-government. They
came from different backgrounds, professions, and social classes, but they
were all willing to risk their lives and fortunes for the cause of American
independence.
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What set the Founders apart from other revolutionaries was their
unwavering commitment to these principles. They were not fighting for
power or glory, but for the right to live free and independent lives. They
were also willing to compromise and work together, despite their
differences, in order to achieve their common goals.

One of the most important qualities of the Founders was their vision. They
were able to see beyond the failures of the past and imagine a better future
for America. They were also able to inspire others to share their vision and
to fight for it.

The Founders were also men of action. They were not afraid to take risks
and to make tough decisions. They were also willing to learn from their
mistakes and to adapt to changing circumstances.

The character of the Founders was shaped by a variety of factors, including
their education, their experiences, and their beliefs. They were all well-
educated men, and their studies in the classics and Enlightenment
philosophy gave them a deep understanding of the principles of liberty and
self-government.

The Founders were also shaped by their experiences in the colonies. They
had witnessed firsthand the injustices of British rule, and they were
determined to create a more just and equitable society.

Finally, the Founders were motivated by their religious beliefs. Many of
them were Puritans, and they believed that they had a divine mandate to
create a new society based on Christian principles.



The character of the Founders was essential to the success of the
American Revolution. Their vision, courage, and commitment to principle
inspired others to join their cause, and their leadership helped to guide the
new nation through its early years.

Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson was one of the most influential Founders. He was the
principal author of the Declaration of Independence, which eloquently
expressed the principles of liberty and self-government. Jefferson also
served as the third President of the United States.

Jefferson was a man of great intellect and curiosity. He was a gifted writer,
and his ideas had a profound impact on American thought. He was also a
skilled politician, and he played a key role in securing the passage of the
Declaration of Independence.

Jefferson's character was shaped by his education, his experiences, and
his beliefs. He was a well-educated man, and he studied the classics and
Enlightenment philosophy. He was also influenced by the ideas of the
Scottish Enlightenment, which emphasized the importance of individual
liberty and limited government.

Jefferson's experiences in the colonies also shaped his character. He
witnessed firsthand the injustices of British rule, and he was determined to
create a more just and equitable society. Jefferson was also a devout
Christian, and he believed that he had a divine mandate to create a new
society based on Christian principles.



Jefferson's character was essential to the success of the American
Revolution. His vision, courage, and commitment to principle inspired
others to join his cause, and his leadership helped to guide the new nation
through its early years.

George Washington

George Washington was the first President of the United States. He was
also the commander-in-chief of the Continental Army during the American
Revolution.

Washington was a man of great courage and determination. He was also a
skilled military strategist, and he led the Continental Army to victory against
the British.

Washington's character was shaped by his education, his experiences, and
his beliefs. He was a well-educated man, and he studied the classics and
Enlightenment philosophy. He was also influenced by the ideas of the
Scottish Enlightenment, which emphasized the importance of individual
liberty and limited government.

Washington's experiences in the colonies also shaped his character. He
witnessed firsthand the injustices of British rule, and he was determined to
create a more just and equitable society. Washington was also a devout
Christian, and he believed that he had a divine mandate to create a new
society based on Christian principles.

Washington's character was essential to the success of the American
Revolution. His vision, courage, and commitment to principle inspired



others to join his cause, and his leadership helped to guide the new nation
through its early years.

Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin was one of the most versatile and accomplished
Founders. He was a scientist, inventor, statesman, and diplomat.

Franklin was a man of great intellect and curiosity. He was a gifted inventor,
and he is credited with inventing the lightning rod, the bifocals, and the
Franklin stove.

Franklin was also a skilled politician and diplomat. He played a key role in
securing the passage of the Declaration of Independence, and he later
served as the first Postmaster General of the United States.

Franklin's character was shaped by his education, his experiences, and his
beliefs. He was a well-educated man, and he studied the classics and
Enlightenment philosophy. He was also influenced by the ideas of the
Scottish Enlightenment, which emphasized the importance of individual
liberty and limited government.

Franklin's experiences in the colonies also shaped his character. He
witnessed firsthand the injustices of British rule, and he was determined to
create a more just and equitable society. Franklin was also a devout
Christian, and he believed that he had a divine mandate to create a new
society based on Christian principles.

Franklin's character was essential to the success of the American
Revolution. His vision, courage, and commitment to principle inspired



others to join his cause, and his leadership helped to guide the new nation
through its early years.

The Founders were a diverse group of individuals, united by a shared belief
in the natural rights of man and the importance of self-government. They
were men of vision, courage, and commitment to principle.

The character of the Founders was essential to the success of the
American Revolution. Their vision, courage, and commitment to principle
inspired others to join their cause, and their leadership helped to guide the
new nation through its early years.
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