
Photographic Album of the First World War's
Greatest Ace: Manfred Von Richthofen
Manfred von Richthofen, also known as the Red Baron, was one of the
most famous and successful fighter pilots of the First World War. Credited
with 80 aerial victories, he was a national hero in Germany and a respected
adversary by his enemies.
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This photographic album provides a glimpse into the life and career of this
legendary aviator. The images, many of which have never been published
before, show Richthofen in training, in combat, and at home with his family
and friends.

Early Life and Training
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Manfred von Richthofen was born on May 2, 1892, in Breslau, Germany
(now Wrocław, Poland). He was the son of a cavalry officer and grew up in
a military family. From an early age, he dreamed of becoming a pilot.

In 1911, Richthofen joined the German Army and was assigned to the
cavalry. However, he soon transferred to the aviation service and began
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training as a pilot. He quickly proved to be a natural aviator and was soon
flying solo.

World War I

When World War I broke out in 1914, Richthofen was eager to see action.
He was assigned to a fighter squadron and soon began flying combat
missions. He quickly gained a reputation for his skill and bravery, and by
the end of 1916 he had become one of Germany's top fighter pilots.

In 1917, Richthofen was transferred to the newly formed Jagdgeschwader
1 (Fighter Squadron 1),which was commanded by the legendary Oswald
Boelcke. Under Boelcke's tutelage, Richthofen's skills as a fighter pilot
continued to improve, and he soon became one of the most feared pilots in
the German Air Force.
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In April 1918, Richthofen was promoted to the rank of captain and given
command of Jagdgeschwader 1. He led the squadron to a number of
victories, and his personal tally of aerial victories continued to grow. By the
end of the war, he had become the leading ace of all the combatant
nations.

The Red Baron

Richthofen's Fokker Dr.I fighter plane was painted bright red, which earned
him the nickname "the Red Baron." The red paint made him a highly visible
target, but it also served as a psychological weapon. Richthofen's enemies
knew that he was a fearless fighter, and they were often intimidated by his
red plane.
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The Red Baron was a symbol of German air power during World War I. He
was a national hero in Germany, and his exploits were celebrated in
newspapers and magazines. He was also respected by his enemies, who
recognized his skill and courage.

Death and Legacy

On April 21, 1918, Richthofen was shot down and killed near Amiens,
France. He was just 25 years old. His death was a major blow to the
German Air Force, and it sent shockwaves throughout Germany.

Richthofen's legacy as a fighter pilot is unmatched. He was one of the most
successful and skilled pilots in history, and his exploits continue to inspire
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pilots to this day. He is remembered as a brave and fearless warrior, and
his name is synonymous with the First World War.

Manfred von Richthofen was one of the most famous and successful fighter
pilots of all time. His skill, courage, and determination made him a legend in
his own lifetime. This photographic album has provided a glimpse into the
life and career of this extraordinary man.
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