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In the annals of aviation history, the name Nan Bonnie Gillespie stands tall
as a beacon of inspiration and determination. As one of the earliest women
to take to the skies, Gillespie defied societal norms and shattered
boundaries, leaving an indelible mark on the world of flight.

Early Flight Experiences

Nan Bonnie Gillespie was born on August 24, 1897, in Kansas City,
Missouri. From a young age, she was fascinated by the allure of flight. In
1912, at the age of 15, she witnessed an air show that ignited her passion
for aviation.

Undeterred by the prevailing gender bias in aviation, Gillespie enrolled in
flying lessons in 1914. Her instructor, Clarence Young, was impressed by
her natural abilities and encouraged her to pursue her dreams.
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Groundbreaking Achievements

In 1917, Gillespie became one of the first women in the United States to
receive a pilot's license. This milestone marked the beginning of a
remarkable career filled with groundbreaking achievements.

Gillespie went on to set several aviation records, including becoming the
first woman to fly solo across the United States from coast to coast in 1919.
She also became the first woman to fly at an altitude of over 10,000 feet
and the first to perform a loop-the-loop in an airplane.

Flight Instruction and Advocacy

In addition to her own flying accomplishments, Gillespie was committed to
promoting aviation and encouraging other women to take to the skies. She
founded her own flight school in 1923 and trained numerous aspiring pilots.

Gillespie was also a vocal advocate for women in aviation. She served as
president of the Ninety-Nines, an international organization of women
pilots, and actively campaigned for gender equality in the field.

Air Racing and Safety

Gillespie was not only a pioneer in her early flying days but also a
competitive air racer. She participated in numerous air races throughout the
1920s and 1930s, often placing at the top of her class.

Beyond her racing prowess, Gillespie was deeply concerned about aviation
safety. She played a key role in developing and implementing new safety
regulations and procedures for pilots.

Legacy and Impact



Nan Bonnie Gillespie's contributions to aviation are immeasurable. She
paved the way for generations of women pilots and made significant
advancements in the field of flight. Her legacy continues to inspire and
motivate aspiring aviators to this day.

Gillespie's pioneering spirit, unwavering determination, and passion for
aviation forever changed the landscape of the industry. She remains an
icon in the aviation world, a symbol of the power of breaking barriers and
relentlessly pursuing one's dreams.

Additional Information and Resources

National Aviation Hall of Fame page on Nan Bonnie Gillespie

The Ninety-Nines website

Women in Aviation at the National Women's History Museum

National Aviation Hall of Fame
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