Mothers, Fathers, Wake Up!: Anthony Slide's
Incisive Look at Hollywood's Portrayal of
Parents

In the ever-evolving landscape of cinema, the roles of mothers and fathers
have undergone a remarkable transformation. From the idealized and often
one-dimensional figures of the past to the complex and nuanced characters
of today, their portrayal on screen reflects the changing societal norms and
expectations. In his groundbreaking book, "Mothers, Fathers, Wake Up!",
Anthony Slide meticulously examines this cinematic evolution, shedding
light on the profound impact that Hollywood's depictions have had on our
collective understanding of parenting.

Mothers: From Saints to Survivors

In the early days of cinema, mothers were often portrayed as paragons of
virtue, self-sacrifice, and unwavering love. They were the epitome of
maternal devotion, sacrificing their own needs and desires for the well-
being of their children. However, this idealized image has gradually given
way to a more realistic representation of motherhood, acknowledging the
challenges, frustrations, and complexities that come with the role.

Slide's work traces this shift, highlighting films that have explored the
darker side of motherhood, such as "Mommie Dearest" (1981) and "The
Accused" (1988). These films challenge the traditional view of mothers as
infallible and expose the potential for abuse, neglect, and emotional
manipulation within family relationships.
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Fathers: From Distant Figures to Engaged Partners

Traditionally, fathers have often been depicted as distant and authoritarian
figures, removed from the day-to-day responsibilities of childcare. However,
Slide shows how this portrayal has evolved over time, reflecting changing
cultural attitudes towards fatherhood.

In recent decades, films such as "Kramer vs. Kramer" (1979) and "Mrs.
Doubtfire" (1993) have demonstrated the growing importance of fathers in
children's lives. These films depict fathers who are actively involved in
parenting, sharing the joys and challenges equally with their partners.

The Impact of Hollywood's Portrayal

Slide argues that Hollywood's portrayal of mothers and fathers has a
profound impact on how we view these roles in real life. The idealized
images of the past may have created unrealistic expectations, leading to
guilt and shame for those who feel they fall short. Conversely, the more
realistic depictions of recent years can help to normalize the challenges
and complexities of parenting, providing a sense of solidarity and support.
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Moreover, films can also play a powerful role in shaping our understanding
of family dynamics. By showcasing a diverse range of families, Hollywood
can challenge traditional notions of what constitutes a "normal” family and
promote acceptance and understanding.

"Mothers, Fathers, Wake Up!" is an essential read for anyone interested in
the history of cinema, the evolution of gender roles, and the impact of
media on society. Anthony Slide's meticulous research and insightful
analysis shed light on the complex and ever-changing portrayal of parents
in Hollywood films, revealing the profound ways in which these depictions
have shaped our understanding of this fundamental human experience.
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- The Race to Control Cyberspace: Bill Gates's
Plan for a Digital Divide

Bill Gates has a vision for the future of the internet. In his book, The Road
Ahead, he argues that the internet will become increasingly important...

My 40 Year Career On Screen And Behind The
Camera

I've been working in the entertainment industry for over 40 years, and in
that time I've had the opportunity to work on both sides of the camera.
I've...
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