Jeanne Chevalier: An Inspirational Tale of a
Fille du Roi

In the annals of history, the stories of women who dared to break free from
societal norms and forge their own paths often go unnoticed. Jeanne
Chevalier, a Fille du Roi, is one such woman whose remarkable journey
deserves to be remembered and celebrated.
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The Filles du Roi

During the 17th century, King Louis XIV of France implemented a bold plan
to populate the colony of New France (present-day Canada). He recruited
young women known as Filles du Roi (King's Daughters) to marry the male
settlers and establish families.

These women came from all walks of life, but they shared a common desire
for adventure and a willingness to leave everything they knew behind. They
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were promised a dowry, a plot of land, and a husband who would provide
for them.

Jeanne's Early Life

Jeanne Chevalier was born in 1663 in the small town of Angers, France.
Little is known about her early life, but it is believed that she came from a
modest family.

Like many young women of her time, Jeanne dreamed of a better life.
When she heard about the King's plan to send women to New France, she
was immediately drawn to the opportunity.

The Journey to New France

In 1683, Jeanne boarded a ship bound for New France. The journey was
long and arduous, lasting several months. The women endured cramped
conditions, seasickness, and the constant threat of storms.

Finally, after a perilous voyage, the ship reached the shores of Quebec
City. Jeanne disembarked with a mixture of excitement and trepidation. She
had arrived in a new world, a land of vast forests, mighty rivers, and
endless possibilities.

Life in New France

Jeanne was quickly introduced to her future husband, a young farmer
named Jacques Bourdon. The two were married shortly after their meeting.

Life in New France was harsh and unforgiving. The winters were long and
cold, and the summers were short and hot. The settlers had to contend with
disease, starvation, and attacks from Native American tribes.



Despite the challenges, Jeanne and Jacques worked tirelessly to build a
life for themselves. They cleared land, planted crops, and raised a family.

Legacy of a Trailblazer

Jeanne Chevalier lived a long and fulfilling life in New France. She and
Jacques had several children, and their descendants still live in Canada
today.

Jeanne's story is a testament to the courage and resilience of the Filles du
Roi. These women left their homes and families to embark on a perilous
journey to an unknown land. They faced incredible hardships, but they
persevered and built new lives for themselves and their children.

Jeanne Chevalier's legacy is one of strength, determination, and the
enduring power of the human spirit. She is an inspiration to all who dare to
dream big and forge their own paths in life.

Additional Information

= The Filles du Roi program was a great success. Over 800 women
emigrated to New France between 1663 and 1673.

= The Filles du Roi played a vital role in the development of New France.
They married settlers, raised families, and contributed to the growth
and prosperity of the colony.

= Jeanne Chevalier's story is just one of many. There are countless other
stories of women who left their homes and families to seek a better life
in the New World.

= The Filles du Roi are a reminder of the indomitable spirit of women
throughout history. They are an inspiration to all who dare to dream big



and forge their own paths in life.
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The Race to Control Cyberspace: Bill Gates's
Plan for a Digital Divide

Bill Gates has a vision for the future of the internet. In his book, The Road
Ahead, he argues that the internet will become increasingly important...

My 40 Year Career On Screen And Behind The
Camera
I've been working in the entertainment industry for over 40 years, and in

that time I've had the opportunity to work on both sides of the camera.
I've...
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