
Harley Earl: The Visionary Behind General
Motors' Golden Age
Harley Earl is widely regarded as one of the most influential automotive
designers of all time. His visionary designs transformed the automotive
industry and led General Motors to its glory days in Detroit.

Fins: Harley Earl, the Rise of General Motors, and the
Glory Days of Detroit by William Knoedelseder

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 9223 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 320 pages

Earl was born in 1893 in Hollywood, California. He began his career as a
commercial artist and then moved into automotive design in the early
1920s. In 1927, he joined General Motors as the head of the Art and Colour
Section.

Earl's first major design for GM was the 1927 Cadillac LaSalle. The LaSalle
was a success and helped to establish Earl as a leading designer in the
industry. In 1937, he was appointed as the head of GM's design
department, which he led for more than two decades.
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During his time at GM, Earl was responsible for the design of some of the
most iconic cars in automotive history. These included the 1938 Buick Y-
Job, which is considered to be the first concept car ever built; the 1948
Cadillac Coupe de Ville, which popularized the tailfin; and the 1955
Chevrolet Corvette, which became one of the most popular sports cars in
the world.

Earl's designs were characterized by their sleek lines, bold colors, and
innovative features. He was a master of aerodynamics and used wind
tunnels to test his designs. He also experimented with new materials and
technologies, such as fiberglass and plastic.

Earl's designs helped to make GM the world's largest automaker. In the
1950s, GM controlled more than half of the American car market. Earl's
cars were also popular with celebrities and were featured in movies and
television shows.

In 1958, Earl retired from GM. He died in 1969 at the age of 75. His legacy
lives on in the cars that he designed, which continue to inspire and
influence designers today.

The Glory Days of Detroit

The 1950s were the glory days of Detroit. The city was the center of the
American automotive industry and home to the Big Three automakers:
General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler.

The Big Three automakers were locked in a fierce competition for market
share. They invested heavily in research and development, and they
constantly introduced new models and features to attract customers.



The 1950s cars were characterized by their large size, powerful engines,
and flashy designs. They were the epitome of American excess and
prosperity.

The 1950s were also a time of great innovation in the automotive industry.
The Big Three automakers developed a number of new technologies, such
as power steering, power brakes, and air conditioning.

Detroit's economy boomed during the 1950s. The city was home to a large
number of well-paying jobs in the automotive industry. This led to a
population boom and a surge in construction.

However, the glory days of Detroit did not last forever. The 1960s saw the
rise of foreign competition, which put pressure on the Big Three
automakers. The oil crisis of 1973 further weakened the American
automotive industry.

Today, Detroit is a much different city than it was in the 1950s. The
automotive industry has declined, and the city has lost a significant number
of jobs. However, the legacy of Detroit's golden age lives on in the cars that
were designed here.

Harley Earl was a visionary designer who transformed the automotive
industry. His designs led General Motors to its glory days in Detroit and
helped to make the city the center of the American automotive industry.

The glory days of Detroit may be over, but the legacy of the city's
automotive heritage lives on in the cars that were designed here. These
cars continue to inspire and influence designers today.
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The Race to Control Cyberspace: Bill Gates's
Plan for a Digital Divide
Bill Gates has a vision for the future of the internet. In his book, The Road
Ahead, he argues that the internet will become increasingly important...

My 40 Year Career On Screen And Behind The
Camera
I've been working in the entertainment industry for over 40 years, and in
that time I've had the opportunity to work on both sides of the camera.
I've...
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