
Epitacio Pessoa Brazil: Makers of the Modern
World
Epitacio Lindolfo da Silva Pessoa was a prominent Brazilian lawyer,
politician, and diplomat who served as the 10th president of Brazil from
1919 to 1922. His presidency was a turning point in Brazil's history, as he
implemented a series of reforms that modernized the country and laid the
foundation for its economic development.

Early Life and Education

Epitacio Pessoa was born on May 3, 1865, in Umbuzeiro, Paraíba, Brazil.
He was the son of José Peregrino Pessoa and Maria Antônia Lindolfo da
Silva Pessoa. Pessoa's father was a lawyer and politician, and his mother
was a teacher. Pessoa received his early education in Paraíba before
moving to Recife to study law at the University of Recife. He graduated with
honors in 1887.
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Legal and Political Career

After graduating from law school, Pessoa returned to Paraíba and began
practicing law. He quickly gained a reputation as a brilliant lawyer and was
soon involved in politics. In 1891, he was elected to the Chamber of
Deputies, the lower house of the Brazilian Congress. Pessoa served in the
Chamber of Deputies for 12 years, during which time he held several
leadership positions.

In 1903, Pessoa was elected governor of Paraíba. As governor, he
implemented a number of reforms that improved the state's infrastructure
and economy. He also established a public education system and
promoted the development of agriculture.

Presidency

In 1918, Pessoa was elected president of Brazil. He took office on
November 15, 1919, and immediately began implementing a series of
reforms. One of his most important reforms was the creation of the Bank of
Brazil, which became the central bank of the country. Pessoa also
established a national currency, the Brazilian real, and reformed the
country's tax system.

Other reforms implemented by Pessoa included the development of a
national highway system, the construction of new schools and hospitals,
and the establishment of a social security system. Pessoa's reforms helped
to modernize Brazil and lay the foundation for its economic development.

Foreign Policy

Pessoa's foreign policy was based on the principle of Pan-Americanism,
which advocated for cooperation among the countries of the Americas. He



worked to improve relations with the United States and other Latin
American countries. Pessoa also represented Brazil at the Versailles Peace
Conference in 1919, where he helped to draft the League of Nations
Covenant.

Later Life and Legacy

After leaving office in 1922, Pessoa continued to be active in public life. He
served as Brazil's ambassador to the United States from 1923 to 1927. He
also served as a member of the Permanent Court of International Justice
from 1923 to 1930.

Pessoa died in Petrópolis, Rio de Janeiro, on December 1, 1942. He is
considered one of the most important figures in Brazilian history. His
reforms helped to modernize Brazil and lay the foundation for its economic
development.

Epitacio Pessoa's Impact on Brazil

Epitacio Pessoa's presidency was a turning point in Brazil's history. His
reforms modernized the country and laid the foundation for its economic
development. Pessoa's legacy includes the creation of the Bank of Brazil,
the establishment of a national currency, the development of a national
highway system, and the construction of new schools and hospitals.

Pessoa was a visionary leader who helped to shape Brazil's destiny. His
reforms have had a lasting impact on the country and continue to benefit its
people today.

Epitacio Pessoa was a brilliant lawyer, politician, and diplomat who served
as the 10th president of Brazil. His presidency was a turning point in



Brazil's history, as he implemented a series of reforms that modernized the
country and laid the foundation for its economic development. Pessoa's
legacy is one of progress and innovation, and he is considered one of the
most important figures in Brazilian history.
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