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Elijah Harper (1949-2013) was a Canadian politician, peacemaker, and
pioneer of the Oji-Cree tribe.

Harper was born on the Red Earth Cree Nation in Saskatchewan, Canada.
He was raised in a traditional Oji-Cree home and learned the language,
culture, and traditions of his people.

Harper became involved in politics in the 1970s, when he was elected to
the Red Earth Band Council. He served on the council for several years
before being elected to the Saskatchewan Legislative Assembly in 1986.

Harper was a vocal advocate for Indigenous rights and land rights. He was
a key figure in the Treaty 9 Land Rights Movement, which fought to protect
the land rights of the Oji-Cree people.
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Harper's work helped to raise awareness of Indigenous rights issues and
led to a number of changes in Canadian law. He was awarded the Order of
Canada in 2007 for his contributions to the country.

Early Life and Education

Elijah Harper was born on the Red Earth Cree Nation in Saskatchewan,
Canada on July 15, 1949. He was the youngest of 12 children. Harper's
father was a trapper and his mother was a homemaker. Harper was raised
in a traditional Oji-Cree home and learned the language, culture, and
traditions of his people.

Harper attended residential school for a short time, but he was unhappy
there and eventually dropped out. He then attended St. Paul's Indian
Residential School in Lebret, Saskatchewan. Harper was a bright student,
but he often clashed with the school's authorities. He was eventually
expelled from the school for fighting.

Despite his difficult experiences at residential school, Harper remained
proud of his Oji-Cree heritage. He was determined to make a difference in
the lives of his people.

Political Career

Harper became involved in politics in the 1970s, when he was elected to
the Red Earth Band Council. He served on the council for several years
before being elected to the Saskatchewan Legislative Assembly in 1986.

Harper was a vocal advocate for Indigenous rights and land rights. He was
a key figure in the Treaty 9 Land Rights Movement, which fought to protect
the land rights of the Oji-Cree people.



Harper was a controversial figure in Canadian politics. He was often
criticized for his outspokenness and his willingness to challenge the status
quo. However, he was also respected by many for his dedication to his
people and his unwavering commitment to justice.

Peacemaking

In addition to his political work, Harper was also a peacemaker. He played
a key role in resolving a number of conflicts between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people in Saskatchewan.

In 1990, Harper helped to negotiate a land claims settlement between the
Red Earth Cree Nation and the Government of Canada. This settlement
was a major victory for the Oji-Cree people and helped to improve their
relationship with the government.

Harper also played a key role in the Oka Crisis, which was a 78-day
standoff between Mohawk protesters and the Canadian government.
Harper helped to mediate the conflict and eventually helped to reach a
peaceful resolution.

Legacy

Elijah Harper was a remarkable man who made a significant contribution to
Canadian society. He was a pioneer for Indigenous rights and land rights,
and he helped to promote peace and understanding between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous people.

Harper passed away on March 17, 2013, at the age of 63. He is survived
by his wife, Rose, and his children, Elijah Jr., Justin, and Sarah.



Additional Information

Elijah Harper: The Canadian Encyclopedia

Elijah Harper remembered as a champion for First Nations rights: CBC
News

Elijah Harper, a giant in the fight for Aboriginal rights, has died: The
Toronto Star
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The Race to Control Cyberspace: Bill Gates's
Plan for a Digital Divide
Bill Gates has a vision for the future of the internet. In his book, The Road
Ahead, he argues that the internet will become increasingly important...
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My 40 Year Career On Screen And Behind The
Camera
I've been working in the entertainment industry for over 40 years, and in
that time I've had the opportunity to work on both sides of the camera.
I've...
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