Done Hunting: The Enigmatic World of Martin
Hunter

In the realm of contemporary art, Martin Hunter stands as an enigmatic
figure, a master of illusion and the uncanny. His intricate paintings transport
viewers into a surreal world where ordinary objects take on extraordinary
significance and the boundaries between reality and fantasy blur.

The Hunter Gatherer

Hunter's art is deeply rooted in his fascination with hunting. As a child, he
spent countless hours exploring the forests and fields around his home in
rural England. These early experiences instilled in him a profound
appreciation for the beauty and mystery of the natural world.
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Hunter's paintings reflect this connection to nature. They often depict
animals and plants, rendered in meticulous detail. However, these subjects
are rarely depicted in their natural habitats. Instead, Hunter isolates them
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and places them in strange and unexpected settings, creating a sense of
dislocation and ambiguity.

In the painting "Done Hunting," for example, a stag stands alone in a
desolate landscape. Its antlers, once a symbol of virility and strength, are
now broken and lifeless. The stag's gaze is empty and resigned, as if it has
witnessed the futility of the hunt.

The Art of lllusion

Hunter's paintings are not merely representations of the world around him.
They are carefully constructed illusions, designed to trick the eye and
challenge our perceptions.

One of Hunter's most striking techniques is his use of trompe l'oeil, the art
of creating the illusion of three-dimensionality on a flat surface. In the
painting "The Collector," for example, a collection of butterflies and moths
appears to be pinned to a wall. However, upon closer inspection, the viewer
realizes that the insects are actually painted on the canvas.

Hunter also plays with perspective and scale in his work. In the painting
"The Hunter's Dream," for example, a group of hunters appears to be
trapped in a labyrinth of trees. The hunters are dwarfed by their
surroundings, giving the viewer a sense of their insignificance and
vulnerability.

The Uncanny Valley

Many of Hunter's paintings explore the concept of the uncanny valley, a
term coined by robotics researcher Masahiro Mori. The uncanny valley



refers to the phenomenon where a human-like robot or object becomes so
realistic that it triggers a sense of unease or revulsion in the viewer.

Hunter's paintings often evoke this sense of unease. His subjects are often
distorted or deformed, with unnatural proportions and features. This creates
a feeling of discomfort and alienation in the viewer, challenging their
assumptions about what is considered normal or natural.

A Poetic Vision

Ultimately, Martin Hunter's art is about more than the creation of illusion.
His paintings are poetic meditations on the nature of reality, perception, and
the human condition.

In the painting "The Shadow," for example, a man stands alone in a field,
his shadow looming large behind him. The shadow appears to be alive, its
own entity. It is a powerful metaphor for the hidden and unknowable
aspects of the human psyche.

Martin Hunter's art invites us to question our assumptions about the world
around us and to explore the depths of our own consciousness. His
paintings are haunting, beautiful, and ultimately thought-provoking, leaving
a lasting impression on the viewer.

Martin Hunter is a master of illusion and ambiguity. His intricate paintings
transport viewers into a surreal world where the ordinary becomes
extraordinary and the familiar becomes unfamiliar.

Hunter's art is a testament to the power of imagination and the fragility of
perception. His paintings challenge our assumptions about reality and invite



us to explore the hidden depths of our own consciousness.

Martin Hunter is a truly unique and enigmatic figure in the world of art, and
his work continues to captivate and inspire viewers around the globe.
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-~ The Race to Control Cyberspace: Bill Gates's
@ Plan for a Digital Divide

Bill Gates has a vision for the future of the internet. In his book, The Road
Ahead, he argues that the internet will become increasingly important...
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My 40 Year Career On Screen And Behind The
Camera

I've been working in the entertainment industry for over 40 years, and in
that time I've had the opportunity to work on both sides of the camera.
I've...
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