
Devil Guard: The Enduring Legacy of George
Robert Elford
In the hallowed halls of motorsport, where legends are forged and dreams
take flight, there is a name that reverberates with a profound echo –
George Robert Elford. Known to the world as "Devil Guard," this enigmatic
British racing driver left an indelible mark on the annals of the sport, his
daring exploits and unwavering spirit forever etched in the hearts of racing
enthusiasts.

Early Life and Career: Setting the Stage

George Elford was born on April 27, 1945, in Davenport, Devon, England.
From an early age, he displayed an unquenchable thirst for speed and a
natural affinity for the intricacies of machinery. His passion for racing ignited
at the age of 16 when he attended his first motor race, the British Grand
Prix at Aintree.
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Elford's racing career began in earnest in 1963 when he participated in
local hillclimbs and sprint events. His raw talent and fearless driving style
quickly caught the attention of racing teams, and he soon found himself
competing in major national and international events.

The Devil Guard Emerges: A Force to be Reckoned With

It was at the grueling 1967 Nurburgring 1000km race that Elford's legend
truly took shape. Driving a Porsche 907 for the John Wyer Automotive
team, he pushed the car and himself to the limits. Despite facing
treacherous conditions and mechanical setbacks, Elford displayed an
indomitable spirit, ultimately finishing the race in fifth place. His unwavering
determination and audacious driving style earned him the moniker "Devil
Guard," a testament to his guardian angel-like abilities behind the wheel.

Over the next few years, Elford established himself as one of the most
formidable endurance racers in the world. He claimed victories at some of
the most prestigious events on the calendar, including the 24 Hours of
Daytona, the Sebring 12 Hours, and the Targa Florio. His courage and
composure under pressure became the stuff of racing folklore.

Conquering Le Mans: A Pinnacle of Success

In 1969, Elford achieved the pinnacle of his racing career when he
triumphed at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, the world's most famous endurance
race. Co-driving a Porsche 917 with Jo Siffert, Elford displayed a masterful
performance, setting a record-breaking lap and leading the race for over 20
hours. Their victory was a testament to their extraordinary skill and the
exceptional endurance of the Porsche 917.



Elford returned to Le Mans in 1971, this time co-driving with legendary
Belgian racer Jacky Ickx in a Ferrari 512M. Despite leading for much of the
race, they were ultimately denied victory due to a mechanical issue.
However, their epic battle with the Porsche 917s remains one of the most
unforgettable moments in Le Mans history.

Later Career and Legacy: A Multifaceted Legend

Beyond endurance racing, Elford also competed in Formula One, rallying,
and even off-road racing. He was known for his versatility and ability to
adapt to different types of cars and racing disciplines.

After retiring from full-time racing in the mid-1970s, Elford continued to
share his passion for motorsports through coaching, commentary, and
writing. He became a respected figure in the racing community, mentoring
young drivers and inspiring generations of enthusiasts.

Tragically, George Robert Elford passed away on March 13, 2017, at the
age of 71. Yet, his legacy continues to thrive in the hearts of racing fans
worldwide. He is remembered as one of the greatest endurance racers of
all time, a master of speed and a symbol of unwavering determination.

The Enduring Spirit of the Devil Guard

George Robert Elford's legacy extends far beyond his racing
accomplishments. He personified the spirit of daring, resilience, and the
pursuit of excellence. His unwavering determination in the face of adversity
inspired countless individuals, both within and outside the world of
motorsports.



The Devil Guard embodied the true essence of a racing driver: a fearless
competitor with an unquenchable passion for pushing the limits. His name
will forever be synonymous with the golden age of endurance racing and
the enduring spirit of human endeavor.

As the engines roar and the tires screech, the legacy of George Robert
Elford, the Devil Guard, will continue to reverberate through the hallowed
grounds of motorsport, inspiring generations to come.
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I've been working in the entertainment industry for over 40 years, and in
that time I've had the opportunity to work on both sides of the camera.
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