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In the annals of history, there will come a time when the term "Davos Man"
will be synonymous with the excesses of global capitalism. Coined by
journalist Chrystia Freeland, Davos Man refers to the ultra-wealthy and
powerful individuals who gather annually at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland. These individuals, often CEOs, financiers, and
politicians, are seen as the embodiment of global capitalism and its
excesses.

Davos Man is a creature of the neoliberal era, a time when the free market
and globalization have been hailed as the panacea for all economic ills.
The rise of Davos Man has been accompanied by a dramatic increase in
inequality, as the wealth of the richest individuals has skyrocketed while the
wages of ordinary workers have stagnated. This inequality has led to a
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deep sense of resentment and anger among many people around the
world, who feel that the system is rigged against them.

Davos Man is often seen as being out of touch with the concerns of
ordinary people. He lives in a world of private jets, luxury yachts, and
exclusive clubs. He is surrounded by yes-men and sycophants, and he
rarely hears the voices of those who are struggling to make ends meet.
This lack of empathy has led to a growing sense of alienation between
Davos Man and the rest of society.

Davos Man also poses a threat to democracy. The concentration of wealth
and power in the hands of a few individuals gives them undue influence
over the political process. They can use their money to lobby for laws that
benefit their interests, and they can use their media outlets to shape public
opinion in their favor. This can lead to a situation where the interests of the
wealthy are prioritized over the needs of the majority.

The rise of Davos Man is a challenge to democracy and equality. We need
to find ways to ensure that the benefits of globalization are shared more
equitably, and we need to give ordinary people a greater voice in the
decisions that affect their lives. Otherwise, we risk creating a world where
Davos Man reigns supreme, and the rest of us are left behind.

The Rise of Davos Man

The origins of Davos Man can be traced back to the 1970s, when the
neoliberal economic model began to gain traction. Neoliberalism is based
on the belief that the free market is the best way to allocate resources and
that government intervention should be kept to a minimum. This model was



embraced by many governments around the world, and it led to a wave of
deregulation and privatization.

The rise of neoliberalism created a fertile environment for the growth of
wealth inequality. The wealthy were able to take advantage of deregulation
to increase their profits, while the wages of ordinary workers stagnated.
This inequality was compounded by the globalization of the economy,
which led to a race to the bottom as companies sought to find the cheapest
labor costs.

The World Economic Forum was founded in 1971 by Klaus Schwab, a
German engineer and economist. The forum was originally intended to be a
place where business leaders could meet with academics and government
officials to discuss global issues. However, over time, the forum has
become increasingly dominated by the ultra-wealthy.

The annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland,
has become a symbol of the excesses of global capitalism. The event
attracts thousands of the world's richest and most powerful people, who
come to discuss the latest trends in business and economics. Davos has
become a place where the wealthy can hobnob with each other and
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