
Churchill's Gamble: The Dardanelles
Campaign and Its Consequences
The Dardanelles Campaign was a military campaign undertaken by the
British Empire, France, and Russia during World War I to seize control of
the Dardanelles Strait from the Ottoman Empire. The campaign was
conceived by Winston Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty, as a way
to open up a supply route to Russia and relieve the pressure on the
Russian Army.

The campaign began in April 1915 with the landings at Gallipoli. The British
and French forces faced stiff resistance from the Ottoman troops, and the
campaign quickly bogged down. The fighting was some of the most brutal
of the war, and both sides suffered heavy casualties.
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The Dardanelles Campaign was a major setback for the Allies. The failure
to capture the strait led to the resignation of Churchill from his position as
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First Lord of the Admiralty. The campaign also had a significant impact on
the course of the war. The Ottoman Empire was able to use the
Dardanelles to supply its troops in the Middle East, and the Allies were
forced to abandon their plans for a quick victory in the region.

The Origins of the Dardanelles Campaign

The Dardanelles Campaign had its origins in the early months of World War
I. The Russian Army was facing a major offensive from the German and
Austro-Hungarian armies, and the British and French were looking for ways
to relieve the pressure on their ally.

Churchill was a strong advocate for an expedition to the Dardanelles. He
believed that if the Allies could capture the strait, they would be able to
open up a supply route to Russia and force the Ottoman Empire out of the
war.

The Landings at Gallipoli

The Dardanelles Campaign began on April 25, 1915, with the landings at
Gallipoli. The British and French forces landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula,
which is located at the entrance to the Dardanelles Strait.

The landings were met with stiff resistance from the Ottoman troops. The
Allies were unable to secure a foothold on the peninsula, and the campaign
quickly bogged down. The fighting was some of the most brutal of the war,
and both sides suffered heavy casualties.

The Gallipoli Campaign

The Gallipoli Campaign lasted for eight months. The Allies made several
attempts to break through the Ottoman lines, but they were all



unsuccessful. The Ottoman troops were well-entrenched, and they were
supported by heavy artillery.

The Allies suffered heavy casualties during the Gallipoli Campaign. The
British lost over 150,000 men, and the French lost over 30,000 men. The
Ottoman Empire lost over 250,000 men.

The Aftermath of the Dardanelles Campaign

The Dardanelles Campaign was a major setback for the Allies. The failure
to capture the strait led to the resignation of Churchill from his position as
First Lord of the Admiralty. The campaign also had a significant impact on
the course of the war. The Ottoman Empire was able to use the
Dardanelles to supply its troops in the Middle East, and the Allies were
forced to abandon their plans for a quick victory in the region.

The Dardanelles Campaign is often seen as a military disaster. However, it
is important to remember that the campaign was a gamble. Churchill
believed that the potential benefits of capturing the Dardanelles were worth
the risks involved. In the end, the gamble failed, but it is still a fascinating
example of the kind of risks that Churchill was willing to take.

The Dardanelles Campaign was a complex and controversial event. It is a
reminder of the risks and challenges that the Allies faced during World War
I. It is also a testament to the determination of Churchill and the other Allied
leaders.



Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty during the Dardanelles
Campaign
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The landings at Gallipoli on April 25, 1915
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Australian troops at ANZAC Cove during the Gallipoli Campaign
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Mustapha Kemal Ataturk, commander of the Ottoman forces during the
Gallipoli Campaign

The Dardanelles Campaign on the National Archives website

The Dardanelles Campaign on the BBC website

The Gallipoli Campaign on the History.com website
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