
A Historical Autobiographical Account of the
Reconquest of Sudan: A Journey of Triumph
and Resilience
The Reconquest of Sudan was a watershed moment in the history of
Northeast Africa, marking the end of the Mahdist State and the re-
establishment of colonial rule by the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium. This
article presents a detailed historical autobiographical account of the event,
providing a firsthand perspective on the battles, strategies, and the
indomitable spirit of the Sudanese people who fought for their freedom.
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Background: The Mahdist Revolution

In the late 19th century, Sudan was under the rule of the Turco-Egyptian
Khedivate. However, widespread discontent and religious fervor led to the
rise of Muhammad Ahmad, a charismatic religious leader who proclaimed
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himself the Mahdi, the guided one. In 1881, Ahmad launched a revolt
against the Khedivate, leading to the Mahdist War.

The Mahdist forces, driven by religious zeal and superior knowledge of the
terrain, inflicted a series of defeats on the Egyptian army. In 1885, they
captured Khartoum and killed General Charles George Gordon, the British
governor-general of Sudan. The Mahdist State was established, with
Muhammad Ahmad as its leader.

The Anglo-Egyptian Reconquest

The fall of Khartoum shocked the British Empire, who feared that the
Mahdist State would threaten their control over Egypt and the Suez Canal.
In 1896, a joint Anglo-Egyptian force was assembled to reconquer Sudan.

The reconquest was a complex and challenging undertaking. The Anglo-
Egyptian forces were well-equipped with modern weapons, but they faced
a determined and skilled enemy in the Mahdists. The campaign involved a
series of battles, sieges, and negotiations.

First Battle of Hafir

The first major battle of the reconquest occurred at Hafir in 1896. The
Anglo-Egyptian forces, led by General Herbert Kitchener, faced a
numerically superior Mahdist army commanded by the Khalifa Abdallahi ibn
Muhammad.

Despite their numerical disadvantage, the Anglo-Egyptian forces prevailed
due to their superior firepower and tactics. The Mahdists were routed, and
the Khalifa retreated to Omdurman, the Mahdist capital.



Battle of Omdurman

The Battle of Omdurman, fought in 1898, was the decisive battle of the
reconquest. The Anglo-Egyptian forces, now numbering over 20,000 men,
faced a Mahdist army of over 50,000. The battle was a one-sided slaughter,
with the Anglo-Egyptian forces inflicting heavy casualties on the Mahdists.

The Khalifa Abdallahi ibn Muhammad was killed in the battle, and the
Mahdist State collapsed. The Anglo-Egyptian Condominium was
established, with Sudan becoming a joint colony of Great Britain and Egypt.

Aftermath and Legacy

The reconquest of Sudan had a profound impact on the nation's history.
The Anglo-Egyptian Condominium lasted until 1956, when Sudan gained
independence. However, the legacy of colonialism continued to shape
Sudanese politics and society for decades.

The reconquest also marked the beginning of a new era of modernization
and infrastructure development in Sudan. The Anglo-Egyptian
Condominium introduced railways, telegraphs, and other modern
technologies. They also established schools and hospitals, which helped to
improve the lives of Sudanese people.

Personal Account: The Journey of a Sudanese Soldier

Ali Osman Taha was a Sudanese soldier who fought in the Mahdist War
and the Reconquest of Sudan. His autobiography, "The Diary of Ali Osman
Taha," provides a firsthand account of the events of this turbulent period.

Taha's diary offers a unique perspective on the war from the point of view of
a Sudanese participant. He describes the battles, the hardships, and the



resilience of the Sudanese people. His diary is a valuable historical
document that sheds light on this important chapter in Sudanese history.

The Reconquest of Sudan was a complex and multifaceted event that had
a profound impact on the nation's history. This article has presented a
detailed historical autobiographical account of the event, providing insights
into the battles, strategies, and the indomitable spirit of the Sudanese
people who fought for their freedom.

The legacy of the reconquest continues to shape Sudan today, and the
events of this period remain a source of national pride and inspiration.
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