
A Comprehensive History of Ancient
Woodbury, Connecticut: Unraveling the
Town's Rich Legacy from the First Indian
Deed in 1659
The Genesis of Woodbury: An Indian Deed and a Pioneer Spirit

Nestled amidst the rolling hills of western Connecticut, the town of
Woodbury traces its origins to a pivotal event in 1659. In that year, a group
of enterprising English settlers led by Captain John Minor purchased a vast
tract of land from the Paugussett Indians, marking the official birth of
Woodbury. This historic transaction, recorded in the first Indian deed, laid
the foundation for the town's future growth and prosperity.
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As Woodbury grew and flourished, its inhabitants played a significant role
in the American Revolution. Driven by a deep-seated belief in liberty and
self-governance, they rallied to the cause of independence. Nehemiah
Allen, a prominent Woodbury resident, emerged as a leading figure in the
movement, serving as a captain in the Continental Army and later as a
delegate to the Continental Congress. Woodbury's unwavering support for
the revolutionary cause earned it the distinction of being the "Cradle of
Liberty" in Connecticut.

Architectural Treasures: The Glebe House and Beyond

Woodbury's rich history is reflected in its architectural heritage. The Glebe
House, built in 1749, stands as a testament to the town's colonial past.
Originally serving as the residence for the town's Anglican minister, the
Glebe House later became a private home and is now preserved as a
museum. Other notable architectural landmarks include the Old Academy
Building, a former schoolhouse built in 1809, and the Woodbury Library, a
charming Victorian structure dating back to 1874.

Industrial Heritage: The Woodbury Copper Mine

Throughout the 19th century, Woodbury was a hub of industrial activity. The
town's copper mine, established in 1831, played a vital role in the
production of copper for the nation's growing industries. The mine operated
for over 50 years, and its legacy lives on through the Woodbury Copper
Mine State Park, which preserves the site of the former mine and offers
visitors a glimpse into Woodbury's industrial past.

Natural Beauty: The Pomperaug River and Beyond



Beyond its historical significance, Woodbury is blessed with an abundance
of natural beauty. The Pomperaug River winds its way through the town,
creating picturesque scenery along its banks. Nonnewaug Falls, a stunning
waterfall located just south of Woodbury, offers a breathtaking natural
spectacle. Shepaug Dam, built in 1828, forms Lake Zoar, a popular
recreational spot for fishing, boating, and swimming. Quassapaug Lake,
another scenic body of water, invites visitors to enjoy its tranquil shores and
engage in water-based activities.

Woodbury Today: A Vibrant Community

Today, Woodbury remains a vibrant community with a proud history and a
bright future. The town is home to the Mattatuck Museum, which houses a
diverse collection of art, history, and cultural artifacts. The Woodbury Ski
Area provides winter enthusiasts with opportunities for skiing and
snowboarding. Flanders Nature Center, a 2,100-acre preserve, offers
hiking trails, nature programs, and educational exhibits. Woodbury's
commitment to preserving its heritage while embracing modern amenities
makes it a desirable destination for residents and visitors alike.

: A Town Steeped in History and Heritage

Woodbury, Connecticut, is a town that wears its history with pride. From the
first Indian deed in 1659 to its pivotal role in the American Revolution and
its enduring industrial and cultural legacy, Woodbury's story is a testament
to the indomitable spirit of its people and the enduring beauty of its natural
surroundings. As the town continues to evolve, its rich past serves as a
constant reminder of the values and traditions that have shaped its unique
identity. Woodbury stands as a vibrant tapestry woven with the threads of



time, inviting all who visit to delve into its captivating history and embrace
its timeless charm.
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