
A Child's Promise and Heroic Escape During
World War II: The Extraordinary Story of
Janusz Korczak and the Children of the
Warsaw Ghetto
In the annals of history, the Holocaust stands as a testament to the darkest
chapters of human cruelty. Amidst the unspeakable horrors of this
genocide, however, there emerged stories of extraordinary courage and
compassion, offering a glimmer of hope in the face of unimaginable
darkness.
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One such story is that of Janusz Korczak, a Polish pediatrician and
educator who dedicated his life to caring for orphaned and abandoned
children. During World War II, Korczak and his staff at the Warsaw Ghetto
orphanage risked their lives to protect their young charges from the horrors
of the Holocaust.
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A Life of Dedication and Compassion

Janusz Korczak was born in Warsaw, Poland, in 1878. From a young age,
he displayed an unwavering compassion for children, particularly those
who were orphaned or abandoned. After graduating from medical school,
Korczak worked as a pediatrician, but his true calling lay in caring for
children in need.
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In 1912, Korczak founded the Our Home orphanage in Warsaw. The
orphanage provided a safe and nurturing environment for children from all
walks of life, regardless of their religion or social status. Korczak believed
that every child deserved to be treated with dignity and respect, and he
created an innovative educational program that emphasized love,
compassion, and self-reliance.

Korczak's orphanage became a beacon of hope for children in Warsaw. He
was renowned for his unwavering advocacy for children's rights, and he
wrote several books and articles on child psychology and education. His
work had a profound impact on the field of child welfare, and he is
considered one of the most important pioneers of children's rights.

The Horrors of the Holocaust



The Warsaw Ghetto, where Janusz Korczak and his staff risked their lives to protect
their young charges

With the outbreak of World War II, the Nazi regime established a series of
ghettos in Poland, including the Warsaw Ghetto. The ghetto was a walled-
off section of the city where Jews were forced to live under harsh and
unsanitary conditions. Disease, starvation, and violence were rampant, and
the inhabitants were subjected to constant terror and persecution.

Korczak's orphanage was located within the Warsaw Ghetto. Despite the
unimaginable horrors that surrounded them, Korczak and his staff refused
to abandon their young charges. They continued to provide them with food,
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shelter, and education, and they did everything in their power to protect
them from the violence and brutality of the Nazi regime.

A Child's Promise

In the midst of the chaos and despair, Korczak made a solemn promise to
the children under his care. He promised that he would never leave them,
no matter what happened. He kept this promise until the very end.

In 1942, the Nazis began rounding up the inhabitants of the Warsaw Ghetto
and sending them to concentration camps. Korczak and his staff knew that
their time was running out. They had the opportunity to escape, but they
refused to leave the children behind.
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On August 6, 1942, Korczak and his staff led the children of the orphanage
out of the ghetto. They marched through the streets, singing songs and
holding hands. Korczak walked at the front of the procession, holding the
hand of a young boy named Shimek.

The children were taken to the Umschlagplatz, a collection point for Jews
who were being sent to concentration camps. Korczak and his staff refused
to leave the children, and they were all loaded onto a train bound for the
Treblinka extermination camp.

A Heroic Escape
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The train carrying Janusz Korczak and the children of the Warsaw Ghetto orphanage
to Treblinka

As the train approached Treblinka, Korczak knew that he had to do
something to save the children. He had made a promise to them, and he
was determined to keep it.

Korczak and his staff began to sing songs and tell stories to the children.
They wanted to keep them calm and distracted from the horrors that
awaited them. As the train pulled into the station, Korczak and his staff led
the children off the train and into the camp.

The children were lined up and marched towards the gas chambers.
Korczak walked with them, holding the hand of little Shimek. As they
reached the gas chamber, Korczak turned to the children and said, "Don't
be afraid. I am with you."

Janusz Korczak and the children of the Warsaw Ghetto orphanage were
murdered in the gas chambers of Treblinka on August 6, 1942. Korczak
was 64 years old. Shimek was 7 years old.

A Legacy of Courage and Compassion



The story of Janusz Korczak and the children of the Warsaw Ghetto
orphanage is a testament to the power of courage and compassion in the
face of unimaginable darkness. Korczak and his staff risked their lives to
protect the children under their care, and they kept their promise to them
until the very end.
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Korczak's legacy continues to inspire people around the world. He is
remembered as a tireless advocate for children's rights, and his work has
had a profound impact on the field of child welfare. In 1979, Korczak was
posthumously awarded the Righteous Among the Nations medal by Yad
Vashem, the Holocaust memorial center in Israel.

The story of Janusz Korczak and the children of the Warsaw Ghetto
orphanage is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, hope and
compassion can prevail. Korczak's promise to the children under his care is
a testament to the unbreakable bond between a caregiver and a child.
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Ahead, he argues that the internet will become increasingly important...
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